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Assistant Director for Ope rations 3.4 November 1945 

Chief, Intordepartiaantal Goo rdina ting md 
PI earning "tuff 

Distribution of PRIG Daily Ifeportn to th® Press 
Beferenoes & Enclosures 

Letter to DC! dated Oct, 25, 1946 from Editor, ■Washington Post 
0F to DCI dated 31/10 tmm Asst* Dir* for Operations 
M®ao dated 7 Hov., 1943 from Asst. Dir, Oi&E to 10APB 
Memo dated 8 Bov,, 1946 fi-om Asst, Dir. 0CD to ICAP3 

1, Your D/P on subject with enclosures said th© 00 ® senate of OHE and 
OCD ere returned herewith. 

2, It is the considered opinion of I GAPS thatihe distribution of PBIfi 
Daily Reports to the Press Should be made by the press section* of the government 
departments currently recipients of this service, with the following stipulations! 

_ _ ,£* Dietribution to the press will be limited to individually selected 

iw®ms of primary interest to each d epartraent. The selection of the items will be 
the responsibility of each department, and should reflect the interests of that 
department and of the Whited States Government, 

b. 1 Carte blanch©* agreements to deliver th© entire contents of the 
Daily Reports should not be authorised. 


jj. Each dap art riant should bo cautioned against sudden and -ointed 
emphasis on my subjects which might draw undesirable attention to United 3t.at.es 
trends in policy, 

d. To avoid oritlcima on grounds of discrimination released items 
should bo made availabe on a parity request basis to all responsible press 
representatives. 

3, It is believed that by the above recommended procedure the press 
may be serviced without the undesirable publicity features of diroot 0IG participation, 
and with security features adequately safeguarded. 
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EWtbhr 


Approved For Release 2OO3/|j^|^|c|00^^||731ROO34OO1 10036-8 



CONFIDENTIAL 

19/02 : CIA-RDP80R01 73' 

Office Memorandum • united states government 


STANDARD FORM NO. 64 

Approved For Relive 2003/09/02 : CIA-RDP80R01 731 R0Q34001 10036-8 


TO : Chief, ICAPS date : 6 November 1946 

from : Assistant Director, OCD 

subject: Distribution of FBIS Daily Reports to the Press 

1. The Office of Collection and Dis semination has studied the recommendations 
of Director for Operations on the subjeot of FBIS reports to the press, and comments 
as follows: * 


a * -SC-rasaed service t o. .the press . If the service to the press is to be 
resumed, it is believed that any screening of recipients cannot be effected, as 
proposed in par. 4 of the attached memorandum, without running the risk of opening 
this organization to criticism on the grounds of preferential treatment. The service 
■MBt !» opey p. all corners or to none, at all. As an example, if the Daily Worker “ " 
andP.M. should find out that FBIS reports were made available, free of charge, to 
some 75 other newspapers and that -the Daily Worker and P.M. had been excluded from 
the distribution, these two newspapers might well launch a violent campaign on the 
subject of discriminatory treatment of the press which might focuB the attention of 
unfriendly interests upon this organization. 

*>• S fiOleg . tg u ni ve rs i ties .a nd . Oth er institutions. It is understood 
through conversations with ORE that a number of universities who were former recipients 
are also interested in having service to them reestablished. They also will become 
very resentful toward CIG as soon as they learn that a selected press is receiving it. 
Again the service must be open to all comers or none at all. ORE would probably like 
to comment on this part. 

c. Security « It is believed that the resumption of procedures whereby the 
press was furnished copies of the Daily FBIS reports could still be objected to on 
security grounds in view of the fact that furnishing such reports (which would have 
to be downgraded to unclassified) could indicate to its recipients the coverage 
capabilities of this organization with respect to monitoring of foreign broadcasts. 
Although this objection Is not particu lar ly serious, it nevertheless runs counter to 
the policy of the Director of Central Intelligence that the organization and opera- 
tional capabilities of the Central Intelligence Group must not be divulged except 
when necessary in the conduct of official business with accredited agencies or 
individuals. 


2. OCD concurs in the substance of General Sibert's recommendation to broaden 
the service of FBIS, subject to the proviso that screening should be only for the 
purpose of eliminating duplication. 
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Captain, U. S. N. 

Assistant Director for 
Collection and Dissemination 
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THE WASHINGTON POST 
Washington 4, D.C. 


Herbert Elliston,Edrbr 


October 25, 1946 


General Hoyt S. Vandenberg, Director 
Central Intelligence Group 
Hew War Department Building 
Wadiington 25, D, C. 


Dear Sirt 

H q s the new set-up in the Central Intel- 
ligence Group made any difference in your policy 
with regard to sending the Daily Report to the press? 

If it has, I should very much like to re- 
peat my request for these very useful reports. If 
we can receive them, they should be addressed tot 

Miss Susan Oulahan 

Editorial Department 
' The Washington Post 

Washington 4, D. C. 

Thanking you in anticipation* 

Yours sincerely, 

N 

Hefbert Ell is ton 
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7 November 1946 


MEMORANDUM TO: Chief, ICAPS 

SUBJECT : Distribution of FBIS Daily Reports to the 

Press 


1. ORE believes that it is advisable to modify the present 
policy of suppression of FBIS reports to the end that legitimate 
requests for these reports may be accommodated when received from 
newspapers, press associations, special press correspondents, 
collegiate institutions, and other organizations or individuals 

of like nature in the United States. This is in general agreement 
with the proposal from the Office of Operations, Section 4, and 
the recommendations in Section 5. 

2. ORE, however, concurs with the suggestion from the Office 
of Collection and Dissemination that attempted screening of appli- 
cants would be unwise and would be difficult of justification and 
practical application. 

5. The Assistant Director for Collection and Dissemination 
has voiced a possible objection (accompanying memorandum, 1-c, 
Security) on security grounds, namely, that furnishing such reports 
might indicate coverage capabilities with reference to the capacity 
of CIG for monitoring foreign broadcasts. An objection along similar 
lines might be that since transcriptions of broadcasts by FBIS are 
along selected line3, a study thereof could conceivably indicate the 
trends of CIG interests and investigations. The Assistant Director 
for Collection and Dissemination points out that objections of this 
nature do not appear particularly serious, and in this opinion ORE 
concurs. 

4. The question also arises whether CIG, by its very nature, 
should engage in publicity arrangements of ary kind and whether 
dissemination of FBIS material to public agencies should not better 
be effected through some such agency as the Information Division of 
the State Department. 

5. In general, ORE believes that if FBIS remains under CIG con- 

trol, GIG interests would be well served by the proposed concession 
to such influential organs as The Washington Post and other important 
agencies or individuals who migh't be served 7 


Assistant Director 
Reports and Estimates 
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SUBJECT 5 Bl 8 trlhuti on 


or 


'W:s r 


Report* 'i'o 


WV. 




1# Turin - tfoo mr the- Bomb a tic Branch of tre Off leu of |*r 

Informs t Ion had responsibll Ity for the distribution of -averment 
KlIlllAl to newspapers* eormarittt tore, press < 10 ® Delations and radio 
Stations# tndudad in this distribution was the t wt of :'orel. ; n 
broadcasts nonltorcd by the FBI3. Tmwdiatsly fcllowln; the reaaatl on 
of hostilities* this function of 'Ml was discontinued and FBT8, when 
It was a part of the Federal Cosnunl cati nns Ceteti! salon* assumed 
responsibility for distributing It® rally t-ey-orts to the represents* 
ttvaa of ths pres* that laid previously boar serviced by the mj» 


g t Shortly after th«* transfer of HUS to tha Intelligence ri vision 
of Ohm -ar Pepartassnt* the latter oi an od the Pf3“S di itfHmtioa policy 
ao that only official government offices could resolve the reports. 

This action was taken on rounds of (a) oeeneatyj ( h ) security safe uardj 
and (e) to forestall possible con f&sM onal criticism of free 
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'dlftrlbutim of a govwnnmt f«»rt to private paitlec* press as 

a sfeol© was vary critical of iris change in policy sines it had been 
depending <m the breade&et Intercepts of hSIS as a valuable news source 
fitem various parts of the world* ?he only reason liven for the change 
in policy ms that it was necessary to offset economies *nd the cues* 
tlon was raised by the prsw a* to whether the ins 2 m3 f Scant sav.nra 
would o vsr*»balaii ce the value of making available to the people the 
information broadcast to tho world ’b the -i erei^n r adi - ♦ 


3* On £|j| October 194 Of The ^a shin^ton Post wr o t% to you requesting 
that tho policy deals Ion of tJuTlfsr •.•••eparticnTTo reviewed _ by and, 
if possible, to add it to tho Railing list for fcht* 3B iu vaj.iy reports* 
After oaraful consideration, of the proa and cons of this problem, s « 
in favor of making these reports available to the press upon request* 
Sheas reports are verbatim testa of foreign broadcasts intercepted by 
FBIS and contain no analysis or evaluation of the Material* the 
transmissions are broadcast in the ©pen to anyone with, the receiving 
facilities to listen to then, so pose no real security problem in 
Making them available for public consumption* ©v» additional coat 
ofadding the country ’ 3 loading no a* paper a to the • 3Ii mailing list 
is negligible since it involves merely the nailing; and extra mimeo : raph 
paper for approximately 100 copies. On the positive side, 1 believe 


that the distribution o 


is material would be 


line wit? 


government * a general policy of making available t 


public 


the 

all 

a<m*Glas s 1 fled Inf onset ion that it can* Adding tic press to the i 313 
walling list, I m sure, would result in a very favorable reaction 
toward" CIO wh’oti may be extremely value' 1© in the near future* 


4« If authorised by you to recommence this .-icrviae, FBI 3 would 
wall to a screened list of fomaer recipients a notice that, service 
will be renewed upon the receipt of formal written request from those 
concerned* A review of our records indicates that a Ptaxumuia oi 107 
press and radio organise* lone received^ thia service dnri.n ^the war* 


II# estimate that about 75 would properly receive it now 


eliminates fora«r duplications and 


ow inao tiva a -on cl »s . 


6, Recoamenda t .1 on ♦ I reoowswnd 
t© proceed as butlinod ! r\. paragraph 4 
undertaken and continued through^ this 
budget or personnel within the 


th&t 71 S te author! Red by you 

If approved, this can be 
fiscal yeex .*1 thout increase in 


Executive Registry 
Central Records (2) 




Return to 



grlgoSTW ?i#siv rax, ‘ -.a* 
Assistant DI rector or operations 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE GROUP f V"" 

INTER-OFFICE ROUTING SLIP 
(Revised 10 Sept 1946) 



TO INITIALS DaTE 



DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 


EXECUTIVE TO THE DIRECTOR 


SECRETARY TO THE DIRECTOR 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE: ASST. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 


ADVISORY COUNCIL 


EXECUTIVE FOR PERSONNEL & ADMINISTRATION 


CENTRAL RECORDS 


SECRETARY, NIA 


CHIEF, INTERDEPARTMENTAL STAFF 


ASST. DIRECTOR, SPECIAL OPERATIONS 


ASST. DIRECTOR, RESEARCH & EVALUATION 


ASST. DIRECTOR, COLLECTION & DISSEMINATION 


CHIEF, SECURITY BRANCH 





APPROVAL 


ACTION 


INFORMATION 


^RETURN 


DIRECT REPLY 


COMMENT 


RECOMMENDATION 


.PREPARATION OF REPLY 


. SIGNATURE 


.CONCURRENCE 


DISPATCH 


REMARKS: 


D'v - ■“ 


TOP SECRET SECRET /CONFIDENTIAL^ RESTRICTED UNCLASSIFIED 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE GROUP 
INTER-OFFICE ROUTING SLIP 
(Revised 10 Sept 1940) 


FROM 

\ 


TO 

INITIALS 

DATE j 


DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 





EXECUTIVE TO THE DIRECTOR 





SECRETARY TO THE DIRECTOR 

■ 




EXECUTIVE OFFICE: ASST. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

■ 




ADVISORY COUNCIL 

■ 




EXECUTIVE FOR PERSONNEL & ADMINISTRATION 





CENTRAL RECORDS 





SECRETARY, NIA 






CHIEF. INTERDEPARTMENTAL STAFF 





ASST. DIRECTOR, SPECIAL OPERATIONS 

t 




AS81\ DIRECTOR, RESEARCH & EVALUATION 




is 

ASST. DIRECTOR, COLLECTION & DISSEMINATION 



///C 


CHIEF, SECURITY BRANCH 



/ 












APPROVAL 
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RECOMMENDATION 

SIGNATURE 

REMARKS: 
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